
New Federal Government  
must strengthen air traffic location Germany 

Economic stability, preservation and creation of jobs, flourishing trade and modern mobility: 
According to the Board of Airline Representatives in Germany (BARIG), the empowerment 
of the air traffic location Germany must be promoted by the coming Federal Government, 
also and especially in the interest of the German economy. The association, representing 
the interests of around 100 national and international airlines in Germany, expects CDU, 
CSU and SPD to make effective and future-oriented use of the chances incorporated in the 
coalition agreement. 

The range of subjects is wide and relieving air traffic from the excessively high charges 
burden is one of BARIG’s main claims. The massive disadvantages currently experienced  
by the national air traffic sector in comparison to foreign locations lead to an unequal 
competition. The abolition of the air traffic tax, demanded by various parties, would present 
an important measure with signal effect in this context. Furthermore, the state must ensure 
adequate financing of the sovereign task air security. Many areas with comparable security 
relevance already face extensive state engagement, while to date solely the air traffic 
industry must bear the respective costs on its own. Moreover, air security processes and 
related procedures must be executed with greater efficiency. For example, a potential 
approach to achieving this could involve transferring responsibilities to airports and the 
aviation industry in certain core sectors. 

Another major topic is German airport infrastructure. This includes development measures 
in compliance with the identified needs and expansion of airport infrastructure in locations 
with increased demand. Only in this way capacity constraints, already existent at several 
airports, can be successfully overcome and avoided in the future. At the same time, 
competitive operating hours at airports must be continuously guaranteed since airlines  
are dependent on definite planning security in this respect. 
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International Airline Association in Germany

BARIG Members: Aban Air ▪ Adria Airways ▪ Aegean Airlines ▪ Aeroflot ▪ AeroLogic ▪ Afriqiyah Airways ▪ Air Algerie ▪ Air Astana ▪ Air Berlin ▪ Air Canada ▪ Air China ▪ Air Dolomiti ▪ Air Europa ▪    
Air France ▪  Air India ▪ Air Malta ▪ Air Mauritius ▪ Air Namibia ▪ Air New Zealand ▪ Air Serbia ▪ AirBridgeCargo ▪ Alitalia ▪ American Airlines ▪ ANA ▪  Asiana Airlines ▪ Astral Aviation ▪  
Austrian Airlines ▪ British Airways ▪ Brussels Airlines ▪ Bulgaria Air ▪ Cathay Pacific Airways ▪ China Airlines ▪ China Eastern Airlines  ▪ China Southern Airlines ▪ Condor Flugdienst GmbH ▪  
Croatia Airlines ▪ Delta Air Lines ▪ Deutsche Lufthansa AG ▪ Deutsche Lufthansa Cargo ▪  DHL ▪ EgyptAir ▪ EL AL Israel Airlines ▪ Emirates ▪ Ethiopian Airlines ▪ Etihad Airways ▪ Eurowings ▪  
EVA  Airways Corporation ▪ Federal Express ▪ Finnair ▪ Garuda Indonesia ▪ Gulf Air ▪ Hahn Air Lines ▪ Hainan Airlines ▪ Iberia ▪ Icelandair ▪ Iran Air ▪ JAL Japan Airlines ▪ KLM ▪ Korean Air    

www.barig.aero
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Dear BARIG members, 
dear BARIG partners,

2018 is an important 
year for the air traffic 
industry in Germany. 
The formation of a new 
Federal Government 
and the underlying co-
alition agreement offer 
chances to strengthen 

our industry sector with consequent posi-
tive and lasting impacts on the economy 
as a whole. Air traffic is of undisputed 
relevance as major international econo-
mic driver. Supporting air traffic therefore 
means strengthening the economic system.

The coalition partners’ agreement com-
prises the goal of executing sustaina-
ble activity for the air traffic sector on 
a national level. For instance, the high 
charges, costs and tax burdens from which 
air traffic is greatly suffering in Germany 
must be lowered substantially. At the same 
time, air traffic infrastructure in general 
demands farsighted development and 
continuously competitive operating hours 
must be guaranteed at German airports. 

These measures are urgent and could 
provide permanent effects. In addition, the 
strong interplay between strengthening 
German air traffic and thereby facilitating 
long term stability, especially for export-
oriented businesses and in the field of 
business travel, deserves consideration.

We therefore appeal to the coming Federal 
Government to act resolutely. German air 
traffic must be protected from further 
losing ground to international competi-
tors. In this respect, the air traffic con-
cept, developed by the Federal Ministry 
of Transport and Digital Infrastructure 
in the previous legislative period, acts 
as a solid foundation. The time has now 
come to move on from merely rheto-
ric efforts to the required real action.
 
Yours 
sincerely, 

Michael Hoppe
Secretary General  

source: BDL

Global passengers growth 2017  
Germany significantly ranks behind the global and the European average
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International Airline Association in Germany

BARIG Members: Kuwait Airways ▪ LAN Airlines ▪ Lufthansa Cityline ▪ Malaysia Airlines ▪ Middle East Airlines Oman Air ▪ Pakistan International Airlines ▪ Puya Airlines ▪ Qantas Airways ▪  
Qatar Airways ▪ Royal Air Maroc ▪ Royal Jordanian Airlines ▪ SAS ▪ SATA International ▪ Saudia ▪ Siberia Airlines ▪ Silk Way West Airlines ▪ Singapore Airlines ▪ Somon Air ▪ South African  
Airways ▪ SriLankan Airlines ▪ SunExpress ▪ SunExpress Deutschland ▪ Surinam Airways ▪ Swiss International Air Lines ▪ TAM Brazilian Airlines ▪ TAP Portugal  ▪ Thai Airways International ▪  
Transaero Airlines ▪ TUIfly ▪ Tunisair ▪ Turkish Airlines ▪ Ukraine International Airlines ▪ United Airlines ▪ UPS ▪ US Airways ▪ Vietnam Airlines ▪ Yemen Airways
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Focus: Air traffic tax  

The abolition of the German air traffic tax is 
an absolutely necessary measure. Since its 
introduction in 2011, the tax is burdening 
airlines operating in Germany with over one 
billion Euros annually. German airlines alone 
are bearing around half of these costs. The 
tax increases the price of flying for passen-
gers and negatively affects the creation of 
value in the air traffic industry. It constrains 
competitiveness on the international stage 
and impedes financial possibilities of airlines 
to invest into modern, more fuel-efficient 
and quieter aircraft. For this reason, BARIG 
vehemently and purposefully advocates for  
a termination of the tax. This measure, as 
confirmed in various reports, would result  
in an increased demand in all sectors of 
passenger transport, consequently enhan-
cing capacity utilisation at airports and 
improving Germany’s position in internatio-
nal competition. The Netherlands and 
Austria are ideal examples of how promising 
this measure is. In the mentioned countries, 
the tax abolition or rather its reduction by 
50% led to a considerable and measurable 
stimulation of air traffic.

BARIG Secretary General Michael Hoppe  
states, “As demanded by BARIG for several  
years, the German air traffic tax must be 
terminated quickly. It would be both irres - 
ponsible and incomprehensible of politics  
to neglect taking action in this respect,  
since benefits would go beyond the increase 
of competitiveness. The tax further restricts 
economic growth and the creation of jobs 
and in countries where the respective tax 
was eliminated, consumers and the national 
air traffic industry noticeably benefited  
from this measure.”

 

Focus:  
Aviation security fees

The maintenance of security and order, 
including the protection of the state and 
its population against terrorist threats, is a 
sovereign task. In the case of large events or 
demonstrations the state commonly provi-
des full financial support for hazard and ter-
ror prevention, while in rail traffic the state 
covers around 80% of costs. From BARIG’s 
point of view it is therefore not justifiable 
that airlines bear the full costs for air traffic 
security purposes. Alone in 2017 the airlines 
in Germany were charged 700 million Euros 
for passenger and luggage controls, equal-
ling more than 6 Euros per passenger. In this 
context, airlines are obligated to collect the 
fees from consumers, only to then forward 
the money to the Ministry of the Interior.

“This special path chosen by Germany leads 
to a unilateral burdening of the air traffic 
industry and distorts international compe-
tition,” BARIG Secretary General Michael 
Hoppe explains. “Other European countries 
have limited costs at a low level and in the 
United States for example the public sector 
pays around two thirds of the respective 
expenses. A relief of airlines in Germany is 
urgently required. In addition, an increased 
efficiency is necessary and processes and 
their management must be thoroughly re-
vised. The described measures would result 
in a sustainable strengthening of Germany  
as an attractive air traffic location.”

Focus: Infrastructure 

Modern air traffic requires an infrastructure 
that meets the demands of the 21st century, 
also in Germany. However, infrastructure 
here  is partly outdated, insufficiently effici-
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ent and/or inadequately developed. Notice-
able consequences are capacity constraints 
and greatly improvable procedures that pro-
duce evadable costs and unnecessary delays. 
Airport infrastructure especially requires 
optimisation measures. This challenge must 
be tackled together by airport operators, air-
lines and the respective government or regi-
onal authorities in due consideration of the 
real needs of airlines and their passengers. 
A remarkable improvement of efficiency 
must be achieved rapidly, while taking into 
account the connected costs and procedures 
at the same time. Both framework condi-
tions and state engagement are significantly 
more ambitious and target-oriented in many 
European countries. Furthermore, the expan-
sion of infrastructure at locations regarded 
as relevant by the air traffic industry must 
not be further treated as a taboo subject. 
Additionally, continuously growing capaci-
ty constraints must finally be overcome. 

“The air traffic location Germany faces 
fierce competition from modern and highly 
efficient air traffic hubs for example in 
continental Europe and the Middle East,” 
BARIG Secretary General Michael Hoppe 
states. “An urgent and noticeable contri-
bution by politics is essential in maintai-
ning the long-term competitiveness of 
German infrastructure, especially in the 
interest of companies and consumers.” 


