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BARIG: Corona Crisis Calls for a Shared Sense of Responsibility – 

Attentive Action Enables Safe Restart of Air Travel 

 

 

 

• The flying experience will change in the face of Corona 

• Airlines, airport operators, and authorities implement health-protective measures 

and guidelines 

• Responsibility lies with everyone, including passengers 

 

Frankfurt am Main, June 1, 2020. If, as recently proclaimed, a first removal of travel 

restrictions by the German government will take effect on June 15, Germany will also 

resume air traffic to and from the EU states and other countries. Similar to many other 

areas of public life, however, this will inevitably involve adjustments due to the Corona 

crisis. Procedures and routines, both on the ground and in the air, will be adapted. 

Coordinated measures by the industry have been implemented and remain under 

constant improvement to ensure a reliable framework for safe travel. 

 

This matter was one of the key issues addressed by the Board of Airline Representatives 

in Germany (BARIG), the joint representation of interests of more than 100 German, 

European and global airlines, at their latest Full Board, which was held virtually for the 

first time a few days ago. The industry's sense of responsibility and commitment to 

implement appropriate concepts of measures in times of Corona is given. In line with 



 

health and hygiene considerations, it is clear that safe travel by air is indeed possible if 

all parties involved, including passengers, act with care and responsibility. 

 

BARIG Secretary General Michael Hoppe explains: "The Corona crisis has led to many 

changes in our daily life. This is what we all experience when shopping, visiting cultural 

institutions or using public transportation, for example. The same holds true for flying: All 

those involved - airlines, airport operators, but also the passengers themselves - must 

follow ground rules. With a shared sense of responsibility, flying will improve our mobility 

and reinstate an essential component to the quality of both our private and professional 

lives." 

 

The basic prerequisites for safe flying in terms of health have been established - through 

corresponding guidelines for airlines and airport operators, as well as through 

demonstrably clean cabin air, intensified cleaning routines, adapted procedures for 

boarding and disembarking, adequate traffic routing at airports and other measures. 

 

BARIG now also appeals to the passengers to act responsibly towards themselves, their 

fellow passengers, and everyone else concerned. This includes for instance: 

• the proper and consistent use of mouth-nose-covers at airports and in the air 

• complying with the distance rules 

• following changed procedures and routines with the necessary discipline, for 

example when boarding and disembarking, waiting in the gate, or while on board 

the aircraft. 

 

"We know that the changes may require readjustments for passengers. However, they 

need to be aware: Given the current healthcare situation, the necessary degree of 

responsibility towards oneself and society has also increased. Traveling by air is no 

exception to that," says Michael Hoppe. 

 

For further current BARIG topics and other aviation news visit 

https://barig.aero/en/news/news-corner. 

 
BARIG (Board of Airline Representatives in Germany e. V.) represents the interests of more than 100 
national and international airlines in scheduled, charter, low cost and air cargo business. Since the foundation in 
1951 the airline association works for the improvement of frame conditions in the aviation industry in Germany 
and is the key industry contact for politics, authorities, industry and media. Worldwide the BARIG member airlines 
transport around 1.8 billion passengers and more than 25 million tons of air cargo to over 1,500 destinations. 
Every year approximately 225 million passengers are travelling to and from Germany with BARIG airlines to more 
than 280 international destinations. The BARIG airlines have over 105,000 employees in Germany. The overall 
aviation industry secures 823,000 workplaces and therefore is a major factor of the German economy. 
www.BARIG.aero, https://de.linkedin.com/company/barig 
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