
 

Press Release 

 

BARIG Expressively Endorses the EU Commission's Reform Plans 

for the European Airspace: The Reduction of Several Million Tons 

of CO2 Emissions in Air Travel is Possible 

 

• The Single European Sky, long called for by the industry, must now finally and 

urgently be implemented 

• Shorter and more direct routes improve aviation in terms of environmental 

friendliness and efficiency 

 

Frankfurt am Main, September 25, 2020. The Board of Airline Representatives in 

Germany (BARIG), the association of international and German airlines operating in 

Germany, expressively endorses the European Commission's plans to reform the 

European airspace as announced this week. The "Single European Sky," an endeavor that 

has long been advocated by BARIG and other international aviation associations, as well 

as a more efficient, uniform air traffic control in Europe may finally be achieved with this 

reform. 

 

In the current practice, aircraft in Europe usually cannot fly a direct and straight route; 

due to an inefficient system, they have to take unnecessary detours to reach their 

destination. The envisaged standardization will eliminate such excessive zig-zag courses 

– with positive consequences in various areas. Experts assume that the shorter flight 

routes will reduce CO2 emissions by several million tons. In addition to that, flight 

durations are lowered and system-related unnecessary delays, as well as waiting loops 

can be avoided. 

 

BARIG Secretary General, Michael Hoppe, comments: "We welcome the project of EU 

Transport Commissioner Adina Vălean as it revives the dynamics of this important topic 

for climate protection and efficiency. The course has been set, now the EU member 

states must finally take the actual steps to follow these announcements. Today's 

anachronistic system of a ‘patchwork quilt in the sky’ must be replaced as soon as 

possible by a Single European Sky and the respective enhancement of air traffic control –  

for the sake of climate protection, as well as for the efficiency and cost reduction that are 

more urgently needed than ever in the air transport industry.” 

 

Further current BARIG topics and news on aviation are available at 

https://www.barig.aero/en/news. 

 

BARIG (Board of Airline Representatives in Germany e.V.) vertritt die gemeinsamen Interessen von mehr 
als 100 nationalen und internationalen Fluggesellschaften aus Linienflug, Ferienflug und Air Cargo. Seit seiner 
Gründung 1951 arbeitet der Airline-Verband für die Verbesserung der Rahmenbedingungen des Luftverkehrs in 
Deutschland und ist Ansprechpartner für Politik, Behörden, Wirtschaft und Medien. Die BARIG Mitglied-Airlines 
befördern weltweit rund 1,7 Milliarden Passagiere und über 25 Millionen Tonnen Fracht zu über 1.500 
Destinationen. Nach und aus Deutschland reisen jedes Jahr rund 225 Millionen Passagiere mit den BARIG 

Fluggesellschaften. Die BARIG Airlines beschäftigen in der Bundesrepublik mehr als 135.000 Mitarbeiter, die 
Luftverkehrsbranche sichert insgesamt mehr als 823.000 Arbeitsplätze und ist somit ein entscheidender 
Wirtschaftsfaktor. www.BARIG.aero, https://de.linkedin.com/company/barig 
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